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Overview of the principal measures 
governing the production, possession 

and consumption of cannabis 
 
 

 FEDERAL STATUTE QUÉBEC STATUTE 

Title Bill C-45: An Act respecting 
cannabis and to amend the 
Controlled Drugs and 
Substances Act, the 
Criminal Code and other 
Acts 
 
+ Cannabis Regulations  
 
• Assented to June 21, 2018 
 

Bill 157: An Act to constitute the 
Société québécoise du cannabis, 
to enact the Cannabis Regulation 
Act and to amend various 
highway safety-related provisions 

• Assented to June 12, 2018 
 

Effective date October 17, 2018 
 

October 17, 2018 

Minimum age Determined by each 
province or territory 
 

18 years 

Possession for 
personal use in a 
public place 
 

Less than 30 g  30 g  

Possession for 
personal use in a 
public place 
 

Determined by each 
province or territory  

150 g of dried cannabis  

Distribution Determined by each 
province or territory 
 

Exclusively by the Société 
québécoise du cannabis (SQDC) 

Cultivation Cultivation of a maximum of 
four cannabis plants per 
residence is allowed 

Cultivation for personal use is 
prohibited (except for those 
benefitting from the exemption 
for medical purposes)  

 

  

http://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/42-1/bill/C-45/royal-assent
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/laws-regulations/regulations-support-cannabis-act.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/qc/laws/astat/sq-2018-c-19/latest/part-1/sq-2018-c-19-part-1.pdf
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Locations for 
consumption 

Determined by each 
province or territory 

In certain locations and under 
certain conditions, for instance 
having a smoking room in 
facilities maintained by a health 
or social services institution. 

* The smoking room must also 
be delimited by floor-to-ceiling 
partitions or walls so as to be 
fully enclosed, and must be 
equipped with a ventilation 
system that maintains negative 
air pressure at all times and 
exhausts smoke directly to the 
outside of the building. In 
addition, the smoking room door 
must be equipped with a properly 
functioning self-closing device. 
 
(See chap. IV of the Cannabis 
Regulation Act enacted by Bill 
157.) 
 

Particularities Municipalities may also 
adopt municipal by-laws to 
regulate cannabis 
consumption at the local 
level.  

Cultivation in a dwelling-house* 
is prohibited and liable to a fine. 
 
*Dwelling-house:  
“in respect of an individual, 
means the dwelling-house where 
the individual is ordinarily 
resident and includes:  
 
(a) any land that is subjacent to it 
and the immediately contiguous 
land that is attributable to it, 
including a yard, garden or any 
similar land; and  
 
(b) any building or structure on 
any land referred to” [...] 
 
(See section 10 of Bill 157 which 
refers to subsection 8 of section 
12 of the federal statute.) 
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Transitional 
provisions 

Some exemptions granted 
prior to the coming into force 
of Bill C-45 remain valid. 

Section 107: A lessor may, within 
90 days after the date of coming 
into force of section 1 of the 
Cannabis Regulation Act), 
modify the conditions of the 
lease of a dwelling by adding a 
prohibition against smoking 
cannabis 
 
To that end, the lessor must give 
the lessee a notice of 
modification describing the 
prohibition against smoking 
cannabis applicable to the use of 
the leased premises.  
 
The lessee may refuse the 
modification for medical reasons.  
 

 


